MINUTES OF PETTISTREE AND LOUDHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 27TH APRIL 2017 AT 8.00 PM

PRESENT:
Jeff Hallett (Chair), Mary Chilvers, Steve Hind, Chris Cook, Pat Cook, Michael Bond,
Maggie Hallett, Rita Smith, Cath Caudwell, Sue Tansley, Keith Bridges (Parish Clerk)
1.0

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the new parish Clerk stating that there was a little bit
more work in the last year with an extra meeting.
Apologies had been received from Philip Westrope, Mike Watts and Dick Smith

2.0

Minutes of meeting held on 24th May 2016 was agreed by M.Hallett and signed as a true record.

3.0

Matters Arising: It was agreed that these would be dealt with under various other headings on the
agenda.

4.0

Parish Council Chairman’s Report: (appended). The very detailed report mentioned in particular:7.1
New Parish Clerk, Keith Bridges had taken over from 7 th September 2016.
7.2
Dr Therese Coffey MP has today sent a letter and a copy is appended
7.3
Mild winter means the grit bins again not used but pot holes were a continual problem and
required constant pressure on the Highways Department as they only fill deeper holes.
7.4
The village green was now being mown by Olivia Smith with the hedge cutting being
arranged by Mr Louis Deliss and carried out by Richard Hayward. The war memorial has
now been ‘Listed’ by English Heritage.
7.5
The Greyhound continue as focus of village life as the Three Tuns site has become unoccupied
and proposed for 7 dwellings to be built, including two in the main building.
7.6
A long list of businesses continue in Pettistree and listed in the report.
7.7
Pettistree People and the Website continue to be a great asset to the village.
7.8
Planning, Sizewell C development and Finance was also mentioned before conclusion.

5.0a

Report from County Councillor Michael Bond: Among items included in this report were:5.1
Has been in the district for last eight years and this will be his last report as he is due to retire
after the election on May 4th. He reminisced some of the problems over his time.
5.2
It was always getting more and more difficult with Government putting in more than 1000
Statutory obligations
5.3
Had to borrow money for new schools only for them to be made academies
5.4
The Government proposal to devolve and with 3% of Council spending for a new Mayor, this
was saved by Norfolk Parish which voted against.
5.5
The good points were that the Council did look after the poor souls of 700 foster children and
over 2000 adults.
5.6
The Chairman noted that this would be the last report from Cllr Bond as our county councillor
since he was not standing in the forthcoming election. He went with our best wishes and was
thanked for all his diligent attendances and support for Pettistree over many years.
Councillor Bond left the meeting after his report at 8.37 p.m.
5.0b

Summary of report from Cath Cauldwell on Pettistree Heritage:
Local history is not dormant. There was a grand gathering for the Queens 90th Birthday organised by
local groups and individuals. Records of recollections, notes and photographs have been put in an
album for the Parish meeting and still has a little more work on labelling to do.
The group have had people researching their family history and two sets of families came to Pettistree
on 6th May 2016 to gather information regards their history and the group were able to assist.
Pettistree People continues to be an excellent record of local events and are lodged with record office
Personal contributions to the magazine are welcomed as this contributes to the village history.
A tribute to Joan, whose knowledge is immense and has knack of making connections of facts.

5.0c

The Pettistree Parochial Church Council report was given by Maggie Hallett
This will be her last report as Church Warden as she is now passing on these responsibilities.
A legal dispute still continues with the Architect but we have now discovered that our Insurance will
pick up the costs. An afternoon parish walk with tea break was held in May 2016. The congregation
participated in the village celebrations and barbecue for the Queens 90th birthday. The harvest festival
service was followed by Ploughman’s lunch in the Village Hall. Pettistree had two visits from the
Diocesan Bishop Martin during the year. Thanks were given to those providing the flowers and those

attending to the graveyard. Suggestions were welcomed with difficulties of car parking on Sundays.
{Full report appended)
5.0d
5.0e
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6
6.7
6.8
6.9
6.10
6.11
6.12
6.13

7.0

The Village Hall report was given by Jim Jarvie to the Chairman for the meeting. (copy
appended)
The absence of any safer neighbourhood team report was probably due to the cut-backs on police
spending on this type of police community policing work.
Broadband The Council is still awaiting for news of this. Website There is no change to this at
moment. S. Tansley suggested that we should look for a ‘Facebook’ link to the site and said she would
look into a ‘Facebook’ page. This will go on the next Council Meeting Agenda
Emergency Planning Policies largely refer to flooding but we have very little risk of this. However
the PC has registered names and phone numbers to contact us if problems arise.
Road signs A sign has now been put up giving whereabouts of the village hall
Nursery extension A planning application has been put in for greenhouse extension but the Council
could see no reason to object.
Parking on the Green Not a problem at the moment
Pot Holes in Pettistree Not a lot can be done but to hassle the County Council
Village Notice Board Refurbishment This has been completed by Terry Rowles and he has fixed
with metal posts in the ground. This is for Council purposes only but would be willing to put up
relevant notices. The Village green notice board is for other notices
Sizewell developments There is very little going on at the moment
Three Tuns development As stated in Chairman report, looking for 7 dwellings. The knotweed
appears to have started growing again. The main site is very open but there are people staying in the
main building. Still awaiting to see the proper planning application.
Weeds in Bus Shelter Peter Westrope has sorted these out
Neighbourhood Plan There should be no development in the village until at least 2027 as we are
listed as ‘other village’.
Footpath from Three Tuns to Wickham Market This is now fine and looks Ok. Need to thank
William Notcutt for keeping the verge mown.
Battle Over – Village event Suggested that event held similar to Queens 90th but as winter season
should be held inside. Suggestion for use of Roger’s Barn. This is not a Council event but they will
look to lead it as they are insured. As long way in advance will discuss at later date.
Any other business
Cath said that Presmere Road had water running down water tower and into pond. She phoned Anglian
Water who thought was due to ballcock problem.
Sue said that youngsters playing by sub station. Mary said that Dean (policeman) is sorting

Meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
14.0

Date for 2018 Annual Parish Meeting – May 2018 (to be advised)

Signed……………………………………………………………..

Date………………………………………………….

Parish Council Chairman’s Report to the Annual Parish Meeting.

Pettistree Village Hall. 27th April 2017
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Parish Council as at 27.04.17
Membership
Mr Jeff Hallett
Mrs Mary Chilvers
Mr George (Steve) Hind
Mr Terry Rowles
Mr Mike Watts
Mr Philip Westrope
Mr Chris Cook

(Chairman)

(Vice Chairman)

(No changes since the last report)
Clerk to the Parish Council (From 07.09.17)
Mr Keith Bridges
14 Jaguar Close
IPSWICH
IP1 5QF

01473 241522

pettistreeclerk@yahoo.co.uk

MP, County & District Councillors
MP

Therese Coffey (who is also deputy leader of the House of Commons).

County Councillor
District Councillor

Michael Bond
Mark Amoss (Wickham Market ward)

Roads and Pathways
Another mild winter means that our five grit bins were not used at all for the fourth year.
They remain available for use later this year.

The footpath beside the B1438 between Java Lodge Lane and Wickham Market remains
reasonably clear,

The main problem with the roads is the large number of deep potholes that are appearing.
The highways department only fill them when they get to a certain depth so the shallower ones
just deepen until they are a major risk to cycles and buggies. Obvious problems are in Rogues
Lane, Loudham Hall Road and Byng Lane.
The Parish Council will investigate if there are any self-help remedies to fill the holes.

Village Amenities.
Olivia Smith keeps the village green well mown using her own equipment.

There has been little damage to the edges of the Green in the last year and there are now
no plans to ring it with low posts, but parking on a village green is still illegal..

Hedge cutting has been organised by Mr Louis Deliss and carried out by Mr Richard
Hayward. The verges are cut in a metre width once or twice by the district council.

The avenue of full size heritage apple trees planted in the meadow part of the
churchyard as part of our Diamond Jubilee celebrations is growing well and is now in
blossom. The replacement for the tree that died is also doing well. Having been
topped last year there should now be little or no pruning as they grow naturally to a
height of about 15 feet.
The War Memorial in the churchyard already shows some natural re-growth of lichen but it is
in good condition. The memorial has now been “listed” by English Heritage.

The Village Hall provides a focus for a great deal of village activity and is popular with
organisations that need to hire a hall for their meetings. It has been repainted and is in
generally good repair. It provides a focus for community activities.

Police services.
Police officers no longer attend parish council meetings or even annual meetings. Reports
have not been supplied either. Pettistree has been lucky to be without much crime at all.
Villagers are advised to sign up for Police Direct information service and Neighbourhood
Watch.

The Village Pubs.
“The Greyhound” continues to be an important focus of village life under the management of
Stewart and Louise. Villagers give good support to their special evenings with national
cuisines. These evenings are often sold out and their range of regular and guest beers has
been popular. They have become a ”destination pub” for people from quite far afield.

The “Three Tuns” closed several months ago. No new tenant has been found. The building
and site remains unoccupied. The owners have engaged a local architect and they now
intend to submit his plans for 7 dwellings on the site for planning permission in May. This
plan would retain the main old part of the pub as two of the dwellings and it assumes
purchase of the land owned by Mrs Ling at the rear.

Business
Business in the village continues and the total list is surprisingly long for a small village. I
will give the list below as I know it, and will be grateful for any corrections or additions.

The property company of William Notcutt owns the old nursery land at Loudham and his
solar energy scheme has won a national award. It has made good use of the land and is
relatively unobtrusive.
He also owns the old Notcutt’s, and then Woods, nursery site beside the B1438.
The warehouse is rented by Gloveman Supplies who import and repack goods. The
glasshouses and gardens are now rented by Plant Pro who also trade as The Gardening
Club and The Suffolk Plant Store. They have planning permission for retail sales and they
are now open to the public seven days a week. The Parish Council continues to maintain
good relations with the businesses on the site.

Pettistree Businesses
Anglia Coastal Marquees (Hungarian Hall)
John Balance. Computer expert and utilities agent.
Roger Chilvers (Master Thatcher)
Computer services at Tower Yard.

Green Farm Clinic
Greyhound Public House
Harambee Training Ltd
Heelis and Lodge (Local Council Services)
Kind Water
Lambert Wood Stanley Consultancy
Loudham Computer training
Pettistree House Boutique Hotel
Presmere Day Nursery
Suffolk Sportscars
Suffolk Scooter – mail order business for Vespa and Lambretta scooters
The Paella and Tapas Company
The Suffolk Plant Store (Plant Pro)
White House Kennels
Local farms (Westrope – Park Farm, Hayward’s - Main Road, and Carter’s – Grove Farm)

Community Groups
The busiest community groups are the Church (Including an active and successful band of
bell-ringers), the Village Hall and Pettistree Heritage, The Neighbourhood Watch and Age
Concern are run at a lower intensity as and when needed.

Pettistree People and the Pettistree Website
Our newsletter, “Pettistree People” continues to be a great asset to the community and is
widely appreciated. It was runner up again in this year’s Suffolk newsletter competition. It is
funded by the Parish Council without recourse to labour intensive advertisements. It is still
edited very effectively by Mike Watts but we are looking for an assistant editor following the
retirement of Maureen Stollery after serving since its beginning.

The Website now carries more details of Parish Council activity and finances in the interests
of openness and transparency. There are no current plans to revise and modernise the
website as one of our advisers has left the village..

“Parish News” is another newsletter published by the benefice comprising St Peter and St
Paul, Pettistree, and All Saints, Wickham Market.

Planning
We have continued the process whereby planning requests that are notified to us by Suffolk
Coastal are reviewed by the whole council and a council view is then returned by our Parish
Clerk. This has proved remarkably effective and councillors are to be commended for their
prompt circulation and comment on the planning papers. We still receive very little feedback
from Suffolk Coastal planning officers and it is hard to know what notice is taken of the
advice we give, especially as planning policies seem to change frequently and democratic
decisions are often over-ruled by non-elected inspectors.

Pettistree was listed as an “other village” and as such should have no major development.
For this reason we have not participated in the “Neighbourhood Plan” of Wickham Market.

The latest planning policy document now lists Pettistree as “Area to be protected from further
development”. (Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies Development Plan Document
April 2016. P151. Map on P221).

Sizewell C Development.
Plans for the new nuclear power station have resumed after funding assurances from UK,
France and China. If it does go ahead we shall need to keep a close watch to stop heavy
lorries being allowed to use the B1078 or cars using our lanes as a “rat run” to get to the car
park. The whole planning and building process will take 10 to 12 years when it does start.

Finance
Last year’s Audit Commission Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2016 was
submitted and approved. The current return is now being submitted for examination so we
are well up to date with these formalities.
Expenditure during 2016/17 was £2,725. Income was £3,606. (Helped by Locality Budget
Grant of £500 and refund of VAT) Reserves in the bank are now £4,513 which is a prudent
amount but not excessive, allowing for unexpected demands and expenditure on community
activities and perhaps roadway maintenance. Our income precept from council tax via SCC
stayed at £2,436 to allow for inevitable increase in costs. Only a small proportion increase is
allowed in any one year without triggering a referendum to confirm the need, so it is safer to
plan for a series of small increases, and not leave it too late.

Conclusion
Our village, including Loudham forms a very attractive and effective community. There is a
good mix of residential and business property with little absentee accommodation.
Community activities are varied and well supported and there is little crime or antisocial
behaviour. The website and the Pettistree People newsletter provide good communication
The formal activities of the Parish Council are supplemented by the enthusiasm of the other
village groups to form a well-rounded community. The village has a well-deserved
reputation for friendliness, welcoming both new residents and visitors.

We have been unusual in having two public Houses in a small village. We shall have to wait
and see what effect the loss of the Three Tuns as a public house has on village life
compared with the influx of families from about seven new dwellings.

Report to Pettistree Annual Parish Meeting from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 26-416

Once again I am pleased to report that Pettistree church continues to be well supported and
all the regular services have been well attended, with large congregations at the major
festivals.

The church redecoration continues to be a major concern for the PCC, last year I reported
that on advice from the Diocesan Registrar a firm of Ipswich Solicitors has been instructed
by the PCC and an ‘expert witness’ report commissioned. That report was inconclusive and
the solicitors advice was to attempt to reach a negotiated settlement with the architect and
not to burden Pettistree church with further costly legal action. A meeting was held but no
settlement was reached, however a fresh look at the church insurance policy showed that
legal cover was provided under that policy. Since then DAS Law has been asked to take on
the case, a barrister has been appointed and we are at present waiting to see if further
reports are likely to be required. It does appear to be proceeding with Dickensian speed and
we are not expecting a swift response, however as it is covered by the Ecclesiastical
insurance company any reports or legal action will be paid for by them, our commitment was
only £500. We have now appointed a new architect and she will be carrying out a full
inspection of the church in the next few weeks, so once we know what the financial situation
is we will be able to plan remedial action. The Diocese had been kept fully informed of the
situation but does not seem to be able to speed things up
An afternoon parish walk was held in late May which included a tea-break in the Westropes
garden. To mark the 90th birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth a Barbecue lunch
followed a specially arranged church service and was attended by members of the
congregation and villagers in the churchyard field. An exhibition of village celebrations was
staged in the Parish room and there a ‘decorated crown competition was held. In the
evening the church was full for an ‘evening of words and music in celebration of the Queen’s
life’ and was followed by more food in the churchyard.
The Harvest festival service was once again an 11.00 am service followed by a Ploughmans
Lunch in the Village Hall, and the Presmere nursery children came to the church the
following day for a Harvest celebration. It was a lovely sunny day so they enjoyed drinks and
fruit in the church yard afterwards. Donations at both those services were for FIND the food
bank based in Ipswich. A Christingle service, aimed particularly at pre-school and reception
aged children, was on the morning after the Carol Service and was very much appreciated
by them and their parents.
The Act of Remembrance was led by the Rev Rob Rose, at the War memorial on November
11th. During that service the Pettistree poppy wreath was laid at the village war memorial in
the churchyard by Maureen Stollery, and the names of the dead from the village were read.
Afterwards Stewart and Louise at the Greyhound dispensed coffee and cake.

During the year we have had two visits from the Diocesan Bishop Martin, he came to
the monthly Friday morning communion service in September, this was the 100th service
since they were started in 2008, so the congregation had lunch in The Greyhound instead of
the usual coffee and lemon drizzle cake. Following this Rev Margaret Blackall was asked to
talk to the Diocesan Synod about the service so Pettistree church is now known as a trailblazer for alternative forms of worship! Bishop Martin also came to preach at a Sunday
service in December one of his regular ‘Getting to know Suffolk’ visits.

We would like to thank all those who regularly provide flowers for the church and also Dick
Smith and Jeff Hallett for looking after the church-yard, Dave Caudwell and Eric Dowker for
the conservation work they do, and Andy Curtis for his regular mowing, Dick also arranges
for the Community Payback Service team to attend 2 or 3 times a year to undertake various
tidying tasks and this work is funded by the PCC.
One concern that has been raised recently is that there are occasional difficulties with car
parking on a Sunday, and we would welcome any suggestions as to how this can be
improved.

The PCC knows that interaction between church members and the wider parish is vital for a
healthy community, and we are keen to maintain this and continue to build on the goodneighbour relationships that are already established.

Maggie Hallett
Churchwarden

