
Mark Amoss Pettistree PC Meeting briefing note May 2018 
 
Please find below a briefing for the Pettistree Parish Council meeting on 
22nd May 2018. In the event that I cannot make the meeting please 
accept my apologies for not being able to attend.  
 
Enabling Communities Budget 
 
There have been many exciting events over the past 12 months in 
Pettistree and the Wickham Market ward and projects moving forward 
that I have been delighted to assist with my Enabling Communities 
Budget. A few weeks ago new metal goalposts arrived at the All Saints 
Youth Club for the playing field Last September the Tour of Britain 
visited Wickham Market and the accommodation, refreshments and 
entertainment provided during the day and evening made the event very 
special.   
 
As always, if there are any projects in Pettistree that you think the 
enabling communities budget can help then please get in contact with 
me and I will be very happy to discuss how I can help. 
 
A new ‘super District Council’ for 2019 
 
Suffolk Coastal District Council has had a busy year with final approval 
being granted on the 8th February 2018 to move forward with the 
creation of a new ‘super district council’ merging with our colleagues in 
Waveney District Council.  
 
Whilst both Council’s financial situation are sound there remains a lot of 
uncertainty surrounding local authority funding from Government in the 
future which means we need to become increasingly financially self-
sufficient if we are to maintain our frontline services at their current 
level. Work will continue on the merger throughout this coming year with 
the new East Suffolk Council coming into being in May 2019 after the 
next local Council elections. 
 
The new East Suffolk council will be more efficient, more effective, more 
resilient and better able to represent the interests of our communities, 
businesses and taxpayers.  
 
Council tax 2018/19 
 
Moving forward into 2018/19 Suffolk Coastal has again pegged its 
council tax increase to less than a fiver, for the second year. In 
February SCDC council members voted unanimously to set the 
increase in its portion of the Council tax to 3.15% for 2018/19.  



 
In real money, this equates to a rise of less than £5 in Council Tax for 
people living in a Band D property during 2018/19. 
 
Brown Bins - Sign Up for Garden Waste Collection  
 
The new Garden Waste Collection Scheme in Suffolk Coastal went live 
at the start of May. Local people are being reassured it is not too late to 
sign up for the Garden Waste Scheme. We have had a good response 
to date, with over 20,000 households (or about 37% of homes in Suffolk 
Coastal) having already signed up – and this figure is growing by about 
500 homes a day. The first paid-for collections are scheduled to start 
from the beginning of May, after Suffolk Coastal District Council 
introduced a £43 a year charge for collecting garden waste. Whilst the 
new Scheme is optional, if you don’t sign up, your garden waste will no 
longer be collected by the Council.  
 
It’s quick and easy to sign up, either:  
 

- Go online at: my.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/MyServices. You will need to 
register, or login to, your My Eastsuffolk account and then 
complete the form for garden waste; or 

- Call Customer Services on 01394 383789, and choose option ‘0’; 
or 

- Pop in to see our Customer Service staff in the Customer Service 
Centres in Felixstowe and Woodbridge Libraries. 

 
You will need a debit or credit card to pay. The fee for each bin is £43 
for a year (the equivalent of paying about £1.65 per fortnightly 
collection).  
 
You can place your order now and don’t forget to say ‘YES’ to the bin 
size upgrade. One of the key benefits from joining the Suffolk Coastal 
Garden Waste Scheme is that subscribers will also be given the option 
of an upgrade - receiving a free, larger (240 litre) green bin for their 
garden waste (240 litres is the most common wheeled bin size, but the 
current brown organic waste bins in Suffolk Coastal are 140 litres).  
 
The new, larger green bins are expected to be delivered during the 
autumn (2018) to those residents who request one and have subscribed 
to the Garden Waste Scheme. At this stage, subscribers to the Garden 
Waste Scheme will be able to continue to put organic domestic waste 
(such as food waste) in with their garden waste. 
 
For more information see: www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/scdcgardenwaste 
 



ENABLING BROADBAND PROGRAMME UPDATE   
 
The aim of the Suffolk Better Broadband Programme is 100% coverage 
of the County with superfast fibre broadband. But it is recognised that 
there is likely to be 2-3% of properties that will be without access to 
reasonable broadband services when the existing programme ends in 
mid 2020. In rural areas, the percentage without access is expected to 
be much greater. Suffolk Coastal believes access to high speed 
(>10mbps) broadband services is vital for economic growth and the 
development of strong local economies, particularly in rural areas. 
 
As an Enabling Communities priority, a Suffolk Coastal Enabling 
Broadband Programme Board was established in June 2017 with the 
aim of supporting those communities which are likely to be in that 2-3% 
to not have access to affordable high speed broadband service. 
 
There are several options available to residents and businesses not 
able to access a fixed connection to fibre broadband but they vary in 
cost and performance and are not all equally accessible or available 
from all locations. These alternatives include wireless broadband, 
satellite broadband as well as mobile broadband. The board has just 
released a report that looks at the various options and also the funding 
of the project. 
 
My very best wishes, 

 
 
Mark Amoss 
07917 024541 


