
PETTISTREE HERITAGE REPORT TO ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

TUESDAY 22 MAY 2018 
 

 
Since the last Annual Parish Meeting we have dealt with a number of enquiries relating to 
Pettistree houses and people.   
 
Last time I reported on a visit by someone researching the Walkers at Loudham, when we 
were kindly invited to visit Park Farm by Carolyn Westrope.  Shortly afterwards I received an 
enquiry from someone outside the area researching the Levett family.  After various emails 
back and forth, the person came up by train to visit the village and to meet Joan and myself.  
This was a story in itself as he hadn’t realised of course that Wickham Market station isn’t in 
Wickham, but as he was asking about getting here, and particularly to my address, he was 
overheard by a couple having tea at the Station House in Campsea Ashe who knew me, and 
they offered to bring him to my door.  He spent an enjoyable afternoon looking round the 
churchyard and we showed him some of the premises that are associated with this family.  
Dave then dropped him off at Melton station at the end of the day. 
 
At the same time as this enquiry, I had another email request, via the website, regarding a 
photograph of a shooting party which it was believed related to Loudham Hall. Although we 
couldn’t confirm definitively the identity of the people in the photograph, it did give us some 
information about someone we knew very little about, who we are going to include in an 
exhibition later this year. 
 
In August of last year, again through the website, there was yet another enquiry, but rather 
than relating to a house, it was to the Pettistree Waterworks and a presentation key that the 
person had acquired through sorting out a relative’s effects.  Joan quickly surmised that it 
might have been presented to the Chairman of Deben Rural District Council and this turned 
out to be the case; one Captain JP Champion.  This research uncovered Rural District 
Council records explaining the recent improvements  to the water supply and Ray Whitehand 
found an EADT article about the official opening of the waterworks and reference to the said 
key.  You may have seen the article I wrote about this in Pettistree People. 
 
Some more digging took place during the year when Mike Watts was researching the names 
recorded on the War Memorial.  We managed to fill a few gaps from our own records to 
supplement those that Mike had prior to the publication of the War Memorial booklet. 
 
The Pettistree Walks leaflet continues to be popular – a copy of this is on the website too – 
and I stock up various outlets for this as and when required.  It does bring people into the 
village and as you may be aware, walking is a popular pastime along our lanes. 
 
Finally, I am on the committee for the Battles Over celebrations that are to take place in 
November this year.  For this the Heritage group will be staging a small exhibition about 
three Pettistree people who were in active service in the First World War, but who came 
back to continue their lives in this parish.  All three are linked with one house in the village in 
one way or another, and we will be sharing their stories on 11th November. 
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