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Parochial Church Council (PCC) to Pettistree Annual Parish Meeting 26-4-17 

 

Once again I am pleased to report that Pettistree church continues to be well supported 

and all the regular services have been well attended, with large congregations at the 

major festivals.  

 

The church redecoration continues to be a major concern for the PCC, last year I 

reported that The PCC had instigated legal action, funded by the Ecclesiastical 

Insurance Company under the church insurance policy, with the aim of seeking further 

specialist reports to help identify culpability. Due to the difficulty in making any 

substantive progress with this matter, in February 2017 the Archdeacon of Suffolk 

made an application for a Restoration Order, requiring that the paint on the nave walls 

be removed and replaced with four coats of limewash as specified in the original 

Faculty dated 14th April 2014. This led to a Consistory Court being held in Pettistree 

Church on 29th September 2017. The Court focussed on identifying why the Faculty 

specification had not been complied with, and why Zinsser paint had been used 

instead of the four coats of limewash as authorised by the Faculty application. The 

architect, main contractor and PCC were all represented at the Court, but the paint 

manufacturer was not involved as they were not an active party in the specification of 

the paint product. The decision of the Court was that the contractor was not at fault as 

they carried out the instructions given by the architect as per their contract. The 

architect was found culpable of failing to seek and agree an alteration to the Faculty 

before specifying the use of a different paint product. The architect was instructed that 

they must meet the cost of restoration. The PCC were instructed by the Court to 

prepare cost estimates for the restoration work required and, when costs are agreed, to 

ensure that the nave is restored to the state it should have been in if the original 

specification had been followed. As a consequence of the Court outcome, the separate 

legal action via the Ecclesiastical Insurance Company was stopped. It is hoped that 

restoration will soon be started .  

It is of interest that for a matter to be taken to a consistory court is very rare and that 

there have only be 5 cases in the past 25 years in this diocese. For those who attended 

as observers I understand it was extremely interesting. For those who were called to 

give evidence it was a fairly difficult morning. The judgement is already being used as 

a warning to other churches who are tempted to try to avoid the requisite planning 

applications for work on listed places of worship. 

  

An afternoon parish walk was held in late May which included a tea-break in the 

Westrope’s garden. 

 

The Harvest festival service was an 11.00 am service followed by a Ploughmans 

Lunch in the Village Hall, and the Presmere nursery children came to the church the 

following day for a pre-school age Harvest celebration. Once again we were lucky 

with the weather so they enjoyed drinks and fruit in the church yard afterwards. 

Donations at both those services were for FIND the food bank based in Ipswich. A 

Christingle service, aimed particularly at pre-school and reception aged children, was 
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held on the morning after the Carol Service and was very much appreciated by them 

and their parents.  

 

The Remembrance service was led by the Rev Rob Rose with an ‘Act of 

Remembrance’ at the War memorial on November 11th. This included the 2 minute 

silence at 11.00am and the Pettistree Village poppy wreath was laid at the village war 

memorial in the churchyard. It was well attended both by regular church goers and 

villagers and was followed by coffee and cake in The Greyhound.  

 

The Benefice Choir is now well established with an average of 18 choir members, 

comprising of approximately 8 regular worshippers from St Peter & St Paul, 

approximately 8 from All Saints Wickham Market and one or two others. The choir 

meets regularly, around every 3 or 4 weeks, and contributes to the worship at both 

churches in the benefice, as well as singing set pieces at Christmas, Easter and Harvest 

services. 

 

With the knowledge that Reverend Eldridge will reach retirement in September 2018, 

the PCC jointly with All Saints Wickham Market PCC requested permission from the 

Bishop to initiate an early succession plan, with the aim to appoint a new incumbent 

so as to minimise the length of any interregnum. This was agreed, and so the early 

stages of the process to appoint a new incumbent started towards the latter part of the 

year. 

 

 

We would like to thank Dick Smith and Jeff Hallett for looking after the church-yard, 

Dave Caudwell and Eric Dowker for the conservation work they do, and Andy Curtis 

for his regular mowing, Dick also arranges for the Community Payback Service team 

to attend 2 or 3 times a year to undertake various tidying tasks and this work is now 

free although I gather that Rita does provide cake! The churchyard continues to be a 

well-used and many people have commented on the numbers of wild flowers and also 

the success of the fruit tree avenue. The lack of many more spaces on the North side of 

the grave section has been discussed with the diocese and the intention to re-use areas 

on the south side where there are few gravestones has been approved. All those with 

legible gravestones are over 100 years old and no longer visited by relatives. The PCC 

do not consider it is advisable to move onto the wild flower meadow area, and this 

would not be permitted by the diocese. 

 

The PCC knows that interaction between church members and the wider parish is vital 

for a healthy community, and we are keen to maintain this and continue to build on the 

good-neighbour relationships that are already established.  

 

Maggie Hallett   PCC member 

 

Dates for 2018     Sat. June 16th  Walk,  Sunday Sept. 16th Harvest service & lunch 


