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Parish Council Chairman’s Report to the Annual Pari sh 
Meeting.  

 
Pettistree Village.  20th May 2008 

 
 
The last Annual Parish Meeting was on 22nd May 2007 shortly after I took 
over from Tony Franklin as chairman. 
 
Meetings     
28th June 2007  Parish Council Meeting 
26th September 2007 Parish Council Meeting 
19th November 2007 Parish Council Meeting 
21st February 2007  Parish Council Meeting 
6th May 2007     Annual Parish Council Meeting 
6th May 2007   Parish Council Meeting 
 
Greyhound Pub  
The big success story of this year has been the re-opening of the Greyhound 
Pub on 28th April so we are now back to being a two pub village. The new 
landlord Paul Whayman and his wife Margi have immediately fitted into their 
role in village life.   This happy outcome followed over two years of standing 
empty and considerable pressure from the Parish Council, village people and 
conservation groups to ensure it re-opened as a pub and was not sold for 
residential use.  The refurbishments including the new roof have been very 
successful. 
 
Business  
Business in the village continues and the total list is surprisingly long for a 
small village.   I will give the list below as I know it, and will be grateful for any 
corrections or additions.  The success of business can bring its own problems 
with ever-larger lorries being used to deliver goods, and very large agricultural 
machines having to use our narrow lanes.   Bad weather brought mud from 
tractors, and a plague of rabbits and pigeons has brought noise associated 
with shooting and crop bangers.   
 
 
Pettistree Businesses  
Addison Electrical 
Anglia Sporting Activities (Hungarian Hall) 
Chilvers (Thatchers) 
Elysium Beauty Spa 
Green Farm Clinic 
Greyhound Public House  
Harambee Training Ltd 
Heelis and Lodge (Local Council Services) 
Hungarian Hall Sporting Activities 
Kind Water 
Lambert Wood Stanley Consultancy 
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Loudham Computer training 
John Woods Nurseries   (was Nottcutt’s Nurseries) 
Old Carlford Bed & Breakfast  
Pettistree House Bed & Breakfast, and Receptions 
Pettistree Receptions and Marquees 
Presmere Day Nursery  
Suffolk Sportscars 
The Paella and Tapas Company 
Three Tuns Public House. 
Touch of Colour (Scotts Hall) 
White House Kennels 
Local farms (Hayward’s and Carter’s) 
 
Appearance 
The village continues to look well cared for. Many people work to maintain the 
appearance and road safety of the village. The churchyard and its meadow 
are tended by Andy Curtis and Dave Cauldwell with regular visits from the 
community service personnel.   John Barker mows the village green and 
Woods are cutting the verges on the main road.  Roadside and field hedges 
were cut by Simon Blowers and we hope to see him back again this year.   
We were ahead of the Radio Suffolk “Don’t be a tosser” campaign by having 
our annual litter pick on Sun.30th March.  We need more people to turn out for 
next year’s event probably on 22nd March 2009. 
The old jubilee seat at the churchyard gate (1910 to 1935, The Silver Jubilee of 
King George V and Queen Mary.) is now beyond repair and is to be replaced 
shortly by a new seat generously donated by the Holland family in memory of 
Gordon and Florence Holland of Grove Farm. 
Two dog poo bins have been bought and erected at the village hall footpath, 
and a replacement oak tree planted on the Green. 
 
Community Groups 
We have reports from or shall be hearing from most of the community groups.   
These include the Church, the Village Hall, the Pettistree Heritage Trust, 
Neighbourhood Watch and Age Concern.  The local community bus also calls 
when requested. 
When I listed village activities open to everyone I found 17 for the year in 
addition to things like regular church services and bowls club evenings. 
 
Pettistree People and the Pettistree Website 
Our newsletter, Pettistree People continues to be a great asset to the 
community and is widely appreciated. It is funded by the Parish Council and 
we shall increase our funding this year to match its increased size.  We do not 
attempt fund it by advertising because of the uncertainty and extra work this 
would entail. 
The website http://www.pettistree.suffolk.gov.uk/ is our biggest “shop 
window” and is a great source of information to those with access to the 
internet.  Our webmaster, Chris Garner, deserves all our thanks for the unpaid 
work he does to keep the website absolutely up-to-date. 
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Village of the Year Competition 
In 2007 we entered the Calor, Notcutts and Adnams (small) Village of the 
Year Competition but were not placed. The exercise of analysing and 
describing all the activities and good features of the village was a worthwhile 
exercise but if we are to enter again in future years it will need a lot more 
participation from more people. 
 
Village Development 
The questionnaire for the Parish Plan was circulated and everyone had the 
chance to put their ideas on paper in addition to raising them at this meeting.  
48 questionnaires were completed and 136 people had made comments.  We 
are hearing the first report tonight compiled by Carol Edworthy.  The work has 
been supported by a grant from Suffolk Acre. 
 
Planning 
Planning applications are notified in the local press, directly to neighbours, 
and publicised by notices attached to the relevant building or site.  Comments 
can be sent by anyone direct to the district council. 
The applications are also reviewed by a small subcommittee and comments 
are passed back to Suffolk Coastal District Council who make the actual 
decision on the application. 
Applications and decisions are listed in the minutes of parish council meetings 
on the Pettistree website. 
 
Policing 
New arrangements mean that we are now part of the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team (SNT) system.  Sergeant Chris Gilmore leads the team with three police 
constables, three support officers  and three response officers.   Mark 
Thompson is our Community Safety Officer and Marie Smith is the Support 
Officer.  Up-to-date details and contact numbers  can be found on the SNT 
website. 
 

Finance 
Expenditure during 2007-08 was £2651.87 and was broadly in line with our 
budget of £2,537.78.   
 
As a result of a budget review held in November the Council agreed to hold 
the precept for 2008/09 at the 2005/06/07 figure of £2200 – this amounts to 
approximately £27 per household. 
 
Parish Clerk 
Finally I want say a special thanks to our Parish Clerk, Heather Heelis.   I am 
sorry that this is her last appearance as Parish Clerk after serving for eight 
years.  Heather is well qualified in local government matters and we have 
been lucky to have her expert knowledge and diligent work to guide us around 
the legalities.    We do not have a replacement yet and face a difficult time 
until our advertisements and enquiries allow us to fill the post.  Please contact 
me if interested in this paid position. 
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Parish Council as at 21.5.08  
Membership 

Jeff Hallett  (Chairman) 
Maureen Stollery  (Vice Chairman)  
Nick Beagley 
Kathy Wilton  
Peter Hayward 
Vacancy 
Vacancy 
 
(Karen Hunter and Henrietta Kay resigned in May) 
 

Parish Council Clerk 

Vacancy   

County & District Councillors 
County Councillor Clare Aitchison   
District Councillors Michael Bond 
 Jim Bidwell   

 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Hallett 
Chairman of Pettistree Parish Council 
 
 


