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Parish Council Chairman’s Report to the Annual 
Parish Meeting 

 
Pettistree Village Hall,  19th May 2009 

 
 
The last Annual Parish Meeting was on 20th May 2008.  
 
Meetings     
15th July 2008  Parish Council Meeting 
29th July 2008  Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting  

(Co-option of Councillors) 
16th September 2008 Parish Council Meeting 
18th November 2008 Parish Council Meeting 
9th December 2008  Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting  
    (Annual Return & Planning) 
10th February 2009  Parish Council Meeting 
5th May 2009     Annual Parish Council Meeting 
5th May 2009   Parish Council Meeting 
 

 

Parish Council as at 19.5.09  
Membership 

Jeff Hallett  (Chairman) 
Maureen Stollery  (Vice Chairman)  
Nick Beagley 
Elaine Boardley  
Mary Chilvers  
Peter Hayward 

 
(Kathy Wilton resigned in February 2009) 
 

Parish Council Clerk 

Mike Flanagan. 

0781 761 0714 

mailto:mike@cambournepublications.com   

PO Box 293, Woodbridge, IP12 9EN 

County & District Councillors 
County Councillor Clare Aitchison   
District Councillors Michael Bond 
 Jim Bidwell   
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Changes in membership of the Parish Council.  
The resignations of Karen Hunter and Henrietta Kay in May left two 
vacancies.  We had a brisk response to a notice in Pettistree People and had 
three applicants.  Mary Chilvers and Elaine Boardley were co-opted in July 
and have strengthened the council with their knowledge of previous council 
work (Mary) and accountancy (Elaine).   Kathy Wilton has moved out of the 
village and therefore resigned in February.  We hope that her vacancy will 
soon be filled following this Parish Meeting. 

For several months following the resignation of Heather Heelis we had no 
parish clerk.   I dealt with urgent and then routine matters until our new parish 
clerk, Mike Flanagan, was able to take over the portfolio. 

Noise Nuisance  
The continuing problem from rabbits and pigeons damaging young crops 
required a local farmer to continue to use bird scaring bangers and that 
caused distress to some residents and some on the highway.    Having been 
made aware of the concerns from residents and the environmental health 
officer the farmer explained his problems in Pettistree People and invited 
those being disturbed to contact him directly to arrange correction, retiming or 
re-positioning of the bangers.    This reasonable approach led to considerable 
improvement in the nuisance but unfortunately a (presumably local) person or 
persons ignored the proper procedure and caused criminal damage to some 
crop protection devices.  The police were informed. 

Residents are reminded to make a note of disturbances or any devices that 
are operating unreasonably and record the place and time for use in any 
complaints. 

 
Roads and Pathways  
Encroachment of mud at the sides and middle of Rogues Lane is a continuing 
problem and is always worse in wet weather that also brings flooding from 
adjacent fields. 

The road to Hungarian Hall near Low Farm is developing potholes and edge 
crumbling. 

Minor potholes and edge cracks are appearing in The Street made worse by 
the passage of some very large lorries. 

All these road problems were made worse by the bad winter weather with a 
lot of ice, snow and water. 

The highways department of Suffolk CC have been asked to clean and repair 
all the above but there has been no action yet. 

The footpath beside the B1438 (the old main road) has had vegetation cut 
back and has been cleared between North lodge and Pettistree House but the 
general state of the path into Wickham Market is poor with holes and 
crumbling edges.   We hope that Mr Steve Aldous of SCC will be able to 
arrange to continue maintenance and improvement of the pathway. 
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We are lucky to have the co-operation of Woods Nurseries in keeping the 
verges tidy near and opposite to their main gate.   They are keen to maintain 
a good appearance and use their machinery to cut verges on both sides of the 
road. 

There is continued concern about the speed of vehicles near the Three Tuns 
crossroads with its bus stops, schoolchildren and Woods Nursery workers.   
There is also a risk at the Rogues Lane junction.   We have asked the police 
to gather evidence of speeds and we shall once again discuss the possibility 
of a speed limit with the highways authority (SCC). 

The footpath between the B 1438 and Java Lodge Lane has been severely 
narrowed and the District and County Council are investigating responsibility 
for encroachment. 

Village Amenities.  
The village continues to look well cared for. Many people work to maintain the 
appearance and road safety of the village. The churchyard and its meadow 
are tended by Andy Curtis and Dave Cauldwell and Dick Smith with regular 
visits from the community service personnel.   John Barker mows the village 
green and Woods Nurseries are cutting the verges on the main road.  
Roadside and field hedges were neatly cut by Simon Blowers and we hope to 
see him back again this year.   

The two dog poo bins are in regular use at the village hall footpath, but the 
replacement oak tree planted on the Green last year looks poorly and may 
need to be replaced. 

Our annual litter pick went ahead as usual on Sunday 22nd March with 13 
people helping collect six bags of rubbish.  The amount is kept fairly small by 
several people picking up litter whenever they see it on their regular walks. 

The seat beside the church gate has been replaced by the generosity of the 
Holland Family in memory of their parents Gordon and Florence Holland who 
lived at Grove Farm. 

A new general notice board has been sited opposite the Green with the help 
of a grant from the Local Amenity Fund of County Councillor Aitcheson.   The 
village sign and the other seats were cleaned and the seats re-coated. 

A new litter bin beside the new glass bus shelter opposite the Three Tuns has 
helped keep that area tidy. 

Police services.  
There have been several changes in our police cover.  Safer Neighbourhood 
Teams were set up but the areas covered and the personnel in them has 
been changed more than once.  We now have an allocated officer PC Victoria 
Gilmore and a  PCSO Sallyanna Chatten-berry.   However urgent matters or 
need for assistance still requires use of the 999 call to summon the 24hr 
Response Unit.  

Parish Plan.  
The saga of planning, circulating, collecting and collating the Parish Plan 
questionnaire has come to an end.    This was not a Parish Council project but 
a community project for which the Parish Council provided a channel for 
advice and funding.   Generous donations from local businesses allowed the 
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project to start and obtain software. After that a grant was allocated by Suffolk 
Acre.   Unfortunately the original steering group of nine dwindled to three by 
the last Annual parish Meeting.   Carol Edworthy as co-ordinator, and Peter 
Hayward and Henrietta Kay as helpers.  Some clerical services were 
commissioned from Mrs Heelis but there were considerable delays due to 
software and data entry problems.  Also, despite personal delivery and 
collection of questionnaires only 48 of 85 (52%) questionnaires were 
completed and returned.  Mrs Kay and Mrs Edworthy left the group when Mrs 
Kay left the council and Mrs Edworthy left the village.  This left only Dr 
Hayward (who had not been involved in any of the financial arrangements). 

A cheque from Suffolk Acre sent to the Parish Clerk had been lost but the PC 
Chairman was able to arrange for a new cheque for £1,171.00 to be issued 
and paid into the bank in July.   A study of all available documentation and the 
Parish Council accounts has shown that there had been overestimation of the 
expenditure and we expect that some of the grant money will need to be 
repaid to Suffolk Acre. 

The conclusions of the project will be presented later in this meeting. 

Greyhound Pub  
The Greyhound Pub has continued to be a great success and asset to the 
village.   Landlord Paul Whayman and his wife Margi have been victims of 
their own success and have been too busy for the semi-retirement they had 
planned.    They have put the lease on the market and have already had a 
brisk response.  They assure us that any new tenant will follow the same 
pattern of running as a friendly village pub with good food. 

Business  
Business in the village continues and the total list is surprisingly long for a 
small village.   I will give the list below as I know it, and will be grateful for any 
corrections or additions.  

 
Pettistree Businesses  
Anglia Sporting Activities (Hungarian Hall) 
Chilvers (Thatchers) 
Elysium Beauty Spa 
Green Farm Clinic 
Greyhound Public House  
Harambee Training Ltd 
Heelis and Lodge (Local Council Services) 
Hungarian Hall Sporting Activities 
Kind Water 
Lambert Wood Stanley Consultancy 
Loudham Computer training 
John Woods Nurseries    
Old Carlford Bed & Breakfast  
Pettistree House Bed & Breakfast, and Receptions 
Pettistree Receptions and Marquees 
Presmere Day Nursery  
Suffolk Sportscars 
The Paella and Tapas Company 



Pettistree PC Chairman’s Report May 2009  P5 of 6 

Three Tuns Public House. 
Touch of Colour (Scotts Hall) 
White House Kennels 
Local farms (Hayward’s and Carter’s) 

Community Groups 
We have reports from or shall be hearing from most of the community groups.   
These include the Church, the Village Hall, Pettistree Heritage, 
Neighbourhood Watch and Age Concern.  

Pettistree People and the Pettistree Website 
Our newsletter, Pettistree People continues to be a great asset to the 
community and is widely appreciated. It is funded by the Parish Council and 
we have increased our funding this year to match its increased size. New 
printers have helped both costs and quality of print.   The website 
http://www.pettistree.suffolk.gov.uk/ is our biggest “shop window” and is a 
great source of information to those with access to the internet.  Our 
webmaster, Chris Garner, deserves all our thanks for the unpaid work he 
does to keep the website absolutely up-to-date. 

Planning 
Planning applications are notified in the local press, directly to neighbours, 
and publicised by notices attached to the relevant building or site.  Comments 
can be sent by anyone direct to the district council. 

The applications are also reviewed by the Parish Council.  We have changed 
from using a small sub-committee to using the collation of comments by the 
vice-chairman after the applications are circulated to all parish councillors. 

Applications and decisions are listed in the minutes of parish council meetings 
on the Pettistree website. 

Finance 
The Audit Commission Annual Returns for the years ending 31st March 2007 
and 2008 had not been completed before the resignation of our last parish 
clerk.  The main difficulties were retrieving data to reconcile the bank 
accounts and then finding an internal auditor to review the annual accounts 
before they could be sent to the external auditor.  One of Mrs Boardley’s 
accountant colleagues kindly agreed to act as internal auditor.  An additional 
problem was that the external auditor appointed by the Audit commission had 
changed between the two years.  However the formalities for both years have 
now been completed and we do not anticipate problems for this year’s return 
which is due in early summer. 

As a result of its budget review held in November the Council agreed to 
continue to hold the precept for 2009/10 at the 2005/06/07 figure of £2200.  

Expenditure during 2008/09 was £1189.96.  This was below the budget of 
£2183.96 because no clerk’s salary or expenses was paid after the 
resignation of the last clerk.     Income was larger than expected because of 
the grant of £1,171.00 from Suffolk Acre for the Parish Plan.    Some back 
salary is owed to the new clerk and some of the Parish Plan grant will 
probably have to be repaid to Suffolk Acre.    
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A bank reconciliation on 5.5.09 was correct.   Although complex I consider the 
financial state of the parish council to be stable and satisfactory. 

Parish Clerk 
Mike Flanagan was appointed as parish clerk last summer but his plans to 
move to the Woodbridge area from Cambridge and start work were delayed 
by the collapse of the housing market with the credit crunch.    He was able to 
move to temporary accommodation and began attending training courses and 
council meetings from December 2008. 

Unfortunately Mrs Heelis had been unable to complete several tasks before 
her contract finished and the Chairman has dealt with these to the best of his 
ability including reconciliation of bank accounts, filing, and the Audit 
Commission Annual Returns for the years ending 31 March 2007 and 2008.   
He has also managed the finances up the present time but is now handing 
that over to the parish clerk as “Proper Officer”. 

 
 
Jeffrey Hallett 
Chairman of Pettistree Parish Council 
 
 


