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Parish Council Chairman’s Report to the Annual Pari sh 
Meeting. 

 
Pettistree Village Hall.  Tuesday 21st May 2013 

 
 
The last Annual Parish Meeting was on Tuesday 22nd. May 2012 
 
Meetings     
17th July 2012  Parish Council Meeting 
11th September 2012 Parish Council Meeting 
  1st November 2012 Special Village/ PC Meeting  
13th November 2012  Parish Council Meeting 
  5th February 2013  Parish Council Meeting   
14th May 2013   Annual Parish Council Meeting 
14th May 2013  Parish Council Meeting 
21st May 2013   Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

Parish Council as at 22.5.12 
Membership 

Mr Jeff Hallett  (Chairman)   
Mrs Elaine Boardley   (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs Mary Chilvers  
Dr Peter Hayward 
Mr Terry Rowles 
Mr Mike Watts 
Vacancy 
 

Clerk to the Parish Council  

Mr Clive Mann 
ACORNS 
The Street,  Eyke 
Woodbridge, 
IP12 2QH 

01394 421628    c.e.mann@talk21.com 

County & District Councillors 
County Councillor Michael Bond   
District Councillors Michael Bond 
 Jim Bidwell   

 
Changes in membership of the Parish Council. 
Following the resignation of Mrs Maureen Stollery before the last Annual 
Parish Meeting the vacancy on the Parish Council remained unfilled while It 
was ascertained that an election was not wanted and it was possible to co-opt 
to fill the vacancy.   We were delighted that Mrs Ruth Leigh agreed to join us 
and she was formally co-opted at our meeting on 5th February 2013. 
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Elaine Boardley is vice chairman and I continue as chairman. I have been 
chairman since 2007 having previously served in the same post from 2001 
until Tony Franklin took over in 2004.  It is really time for me to stand down 
and I hope to do so next year. 
Mr Clive Mann has continued as our excellent Parish Clerk 
 
Roads and Pathways 
Yet another bad winter with considerable and long lasting ice and snow has 
done further damage to our roads. The sink-hole in the Street has needed 
less filling but the surface is still irregular in the middle of the road.  The 
Highways Department are keeping an eye on it and refilling as necessary. 
 
Our five grit/salt bins proved to be a valuable asset with several people 
helping to spread the grit at the corners, hills and junctions where patches of 
ice are the worst.  An additional bin was bought for the bridge and adjacent 
corners over the A12 at Loudham but it was not filled in time to be of use 
despite the late cold snap.  
The moderate sized dead elms adjacent to the 3 Tuns bus shelter have not 
yet been taken down by the highways department and we shall need to press 
for this work to be done before they become unstable. 
 
Village Amenities. 
John Barker has continued to keep the village green well mown and we are 
waiting for BT to remove the un-maintained and unsightly telephone box. All 
the necessary permissions are in place and we have asked the County 
Highways Authority to reinstate the lay-by to grass to restore the full size of 
the village green. 
 
Hedge-cutting all around the village was again organised by Dr Peter 
Hayward and carried out very successfully by our local farmer Mr Richard 
Hayward.  
 
The churchyard and its meadow are tended by Andy Curtis, Dave Cauldwell 
and Dick Smith with occasional visits from the community service personnel.  
The new Church car park is in regular use and eases congestion in the 
nearby roads considerably.  The grass established fairly well over most of the 
surface but the entry area remained sunken and muddy due to the very wet 
weather and heavy use.  The contractor advised using loose road planeings 
over the plastic mesh and this has given a good stable surface through which 
it is hoped that grass will grow. 
Plans are going ahead slowly to plant an avenue of full size heritage apple 
trees in the meadow part of the churchyard as part of our Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations.  Woods Nurseries and the Suffolk Traditional Orchard Group are 
helping and advising.  The first step will be to remove the yew trees that were 
planted when the old cherry avenue died. 
 
Police services. 
Our Safer Neighbourhood team has a new leader with PC Richard (Bob) 
James our new Police Beat Officer.  There have been some burglaries and a 
few disturbances but our crime rate remains very low.  However we are all 
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encouraged to take simple precautions such as locking cars, oil tanks and 
premises including houses and sheds. 
 
PC Richard (Bob) James and PCSO Sallyanna Chattenberry can be 
contacted via woodbridge.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk    However, urgent 
matters or need for assistance still requires use of the 999 call to summon the 
24hr Response Unit. 101 is used for less urgent reports. 
 
The Village Pubs. 
Karen and Tony Cousins left The Greyhound Pub and were grateful for the 
support they had received from both village and visitors.  Stewart and Louise 
McKenzie took over the lease just before Christmas and have already made a 
great success of the drinking and eating with strong support from the village 
despite the challenging weather that tends to keep people at home.   Louise is 
now the chef while Stewart runs the bar.   
The Three Tuns has had a succession of tenants or managers and relies 
mainly on passing or visiting trade.  
 
Business 
Business in the village continues and the total list is surprisingly long for a 
small village.   I will give the list below as I know it, and will be grateful for any 
corrections or additions.  
 
Pettistree Businesses 
Anglia Sporting Activities (Hungarian Hall) 
Anglia Coastal Marquees 
John Balance. Computer expert and utilities agent. 
Chilvers (Master Thatcher) 
Computer services at Tower Yard. 
Green Farm Clinic 
Greyhound Public House  
Harambee Training Ltd 
Heelis and Lodge (Local Council Services) 
Kind Water 
Lambert Wood Stanley Consultancy 
Loudham Computer training 
John Woods Nurseries    
Pettistree House Boutique Hotel 
Presmere Day Nursery  
Suffolk Sportscars 
The Paella and Tapas Company 
Three Tuns Public House. 
Touch of Colour (Scotts Hall) 
White House Kennels 
Local farms (Westrope – Park Farm, Hayward’s - Main Road, and Carter’s – 
Grove Farm)     
 
Community Groups 
The busiest community groups are the Church, the Village Hall and Pettistree 
Heritage,   The PROPS oil purchase scheme has saved its 500 members a 
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total of £78,000.   Neighbourhood Watch and Age Concern are run at a lower 
intensity as and when needed.  
 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration. 
Following the decision at the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2011 to celebrate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the parish council called for a village group to 
be formed to plan and run the celebration.  The group was led by Mary 
Chilvers and Steve Boardley.  Funding came from the Parish Council and 
generous donations from John Woods Nursery and the East of England Co-
operative Society.  Terry Rowles arranged for a commemorative medal to be 
struck with the Pettistree sign and Jubilee logo.  These were given to village 
children and sold to residents and friends over 16. 
A single day was chosen and on a wet Sunday 3rd June we held a village 
lunch in Roger and May Chilvers’ barn, a scarecrow competition, children’s 
games, cake competition, tea in the village hall, “Song’s of Praise” in the 
Church, and a barbecue in the Greyhound Inn.   At least 100 people had 
attended at some stage. Everyone agreed that the event had been a great 
success.  Total expenditure was £619.40. 
 
Pettistree People and the Pettistree Website 
Our newsletter, Pettistree People continues to be a great asset to the 
community and is widely appreciated. It is funded by the Parish Council and 
we have continued with increased funding this year to match its increased 
size and colour pages. Miss Joan Peck retired as editor after 11 years in post 
and resolutely resisted the idea of any village event to mark her many years of 
service in the role.  She has been succeeded by Mr. Mike Watts and he 
produced his first issue in March 2013.  It is already clear that his editorship is 
going to continue and build on the excellent foundation laid by Joan (and Tony 
Franklin before her). 
 
The website http://www.pettistree.suffolk.gov.uk/ is our biggest “shop window” 
and is a great source of information to those with access to the internet.  Our 
webmaster, Chris Garner, deserves all our thanks for the unpaid work he 
does to keep the website absolutely up-to-date (so long as people remember 
to send him the information!) 
 

Planning 
We have continued the process whereby planning requests that are notified to 
us by Suffolk Coastal are reviewed by the whole council and a council view is 
then returned by the leader of our planning group.  This has proved 
remarkably effective and councillors are to be commended for their prompt 
circulation and comment on the planning papers. 
 
The major housing development proposed by Hopkins Homes on the edge of 
Wickham Market between Featherbroom Gardens and the Pettistree parish 
boundary went ahead in the planning process.  The plans were modified to 
reduce to number of dwellings to 65 and Wickham Market Parish Council 
supported the application.  We held a special Parish Council/Village meeting 
on 1st November to gauge Pettistree village opinion.  The result was that 
Pettistree Parish Council voted by a majority to object to the development 
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plans.     The main concern was that any development in the greenfield area 
between Wickham Market and Pettistree will lead on to gradual infill and loss 
of the identity of Pettistree as an individual village set in farmland.   The 
planning committee of Suffolk Coastal District Council approved the planning 
application but as yet there is no news of the timetable for building work or of 
how much of the plan will be built initially. 
 
Unauthorised Settlement 
For several months a family of ‘travellers’ settled in a dark green double-
decker bus on the redundant part of the old A12 that is at the end of Old Main 
Road. Although no actual trouble or mess was caused there was 
understandable concern from local residents and the Parish Council that the 
situation could escalate and become a threat to the neighbourhood.  
After completion of the statutory social assessments and negotiations, notice 
to quit was given.  However, it was not until further intervention by our County 
Councillor Mr Michael Bond, that the family moved on in response to the 
imminence of court action. 

Finance 
Last year’s Audit Commission Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 
2012 was submitted and approved.  The current return has just been 
submitted for examination so we are well up to date with these formalities. 
 
Expenditure during 2012/13 was £2,847.  This was well below the budget of 
£5,775 because village green re-instatement was not done.   (Budget was 
£4,975 for 2011/12 including £2,000 for the Green).   Income was £3,174 
Our income precept from council tax via SCC has remained the same at 
£2,200 for several years.  (If we reduce it significantly it will be very difficult to 
re-establish it at a level that would match regular expenditure because of the 
ceiling imposed on increases by the government.) 
Our total funds at 31.03.13 were £5,713 but this includes a sum for restoration 
of the village green lay-by if necessary. 
 
 
Conclusion 
Our village, including Loudham forms a very attractive and effective 
community.  There is a good mix of residential and business property with 
little absentee accommodation.  Community activities are varied and well 
supported and there is little crime or antisocial behaviour.   The website and 
the Pettistree People newsletter provide good communication.  The formal 
activities of the Parish Council are supplemented by the enthusiasm of the 
other village groups to form a well-rounded community. 
 
Jeffrey Hallett,     Chairman of Pettistree Parish Council 
 


