
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PETTISTREE PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 1st NOVEMBER 2017 IN THE PARISH ROOM AT 7.30 PM 

 
Councillors present:   Mr Jeff Hallett (Chair), Mr Terry Rowles (Vice Chair), Mr Mike Watts, Mr Chris Cook, Mr Philip 

Westrope, Mr Steve Hind 

 

In attendance: The Pettistree Parish Clerk,  

   

1.0       Public Forum 

     1.1 In line with the new police strategy no police were in attendance and no report had been received. 

      1.2       No reports from County and District Councillors 

      1.3       Apologies from John McNamara, Community Relations Manager, EDF 

  

Closure of Public Forum and commencement of Parish Council Meeting 

 

2.0      Welcome and Apologies –The Chairman, welcomed those present.  

Apologies had been received from Mrs Mary Chilvers and Mr Alexander Nicoll County Councillor.              

 

3.0 Declaration of Interests – P. Westrope stated that the telecommunication tower had been permitted on his 

land. 

 

4.0 Minutes: 

4.1      The minutes of 12th September 2017 meeting were approved.  These were then signed as a true record. 

 

5.0 Matters Arising from the previous meeting: 

5.1 The repairs to Potholes in Pettistree  The potholes in Thong Hall Road had been completed.  T Rowles 

stated that there were still potholes in Rogues Lane.   It was noticed that hedge cutting had recently been done. 

5.2 Footpath access and maintenance. J. Hallett said he would need to look at some of the footpaths.  In 

meantime the Clerk to send to Highways the paragraph from our footpath officer in respect of some problems 

known including the stile at the back of churchyard (Rita and Dick property).  Parish Clerk to forward to Parish 

councillors a copy of the email from the Highways dated 21.07.2017. (Emailed on 1st November 2017)  

5.3    Broadband upgrade and siting of the cabinet in the Village Green area. Contractors made a 

good job of the green and reseeded the grass area.  With the imminent road closure it appears that 

connection now going ahead.  C. Cook stated he was advised he would be connected on 15.11.2017 

5.4 Discussion of the future of ‘Pettistree People’ magazine M. Watts stated that only one resident 

had contacted him why the expected copy of the magazine had not appeared.   He took this as 

sign that the magazine was not valued.   Councillors assured him that it was valued and wanted.  

Mrs Pat Deliss has volunteered to act as deputy editor and chase up regular articles and new 

contributors so that M Watts can concentrate on the actual production of ‘Pettistree People’. 

M. Watts is hoping to obtain sufficient copy by 16th November 2017 to be able to get 

publication. 

5.5 Redevelopment of Three Tuns site  No further developments received 

5.6 Sizewell C update – Meeting on 16.11.17 at Stratford St Andrew J. Hallett and clerk had 

received a phone call from EDF explaining that the Community Relations Manager was ill and unable 

to attend our meeting.   They encouraged attendance at the meeting 16.11.17 at Stratford St Andrew as 

an important announcement would be made at the meeting.   J. Hallett stated that Pettistree should be 

represented and Mary had offered to attend.  Clerk, if not on holiday, might be available to attend but 

cannot commit. 

       5.7 Battle Over -  Village event on 11.11.2018 to celebrate the anniversary of the end of WWI 
 J. Hallett stated that an organising group, led by the Parish Council, should be formed.   He is happy to 

chair the group as this will be a Parish Council event with input from all the other village groups. 

(Parochial Church Council, Village Hall Committee, Heritage Group).  Chris Cook is our representative 

on the Village Hall Committee and will also be part of the group.   Mike Watts tabled a draft booklet 



produced by him and Mr Andy Pritchett from Ufford giving extensive details about all those named on 

the War Memorial.  Further details will be added by the Heritage Group.   Councillors felt the booklet 

was already excellent and when completed should be made available to villagers and to interested 

visitors.   The Parish Council agreed to pay for professional printing of at least 100 copies and possibly 

more depending on costs. 

5.8 Enforcement of Planning Conditions at Suffolk Sports Cars A detailed diary of events had 

been produced by Mr Mike Manning in respect of the noise and working hours which he 

considered were in breach of the planning conditions.  He had also reported that the new large 

building put up as a store was being used as a workshop with car hoist etc.   He had sent his 

diary to the planning enforcement officer and his response was awaited by Mr Manning and 

the Parish Council.  

It was noticed that a large garage had been built on premises near the Green without planning 

permission.  It was unclear if planning permission was required. 

5.9        Local Plan Review  No action required 

 

6.0      Other Pettistree Matters 

6.1   External Auditor for 2018  The Clerk explained that all Parish Councils now have a new 

External Auditor but SALC has not been given all the details except there could be a charge of £200 

plus an hourly rate.  It is probable that for small Councils it would be zero cost as before. 

6.2 Data Protection Officer from 25 May 2018 The Clerk advised that under new GDPR 

(General Data Protection Regulation) guidance ALL Parish Council must register with ICO 

(Information Commission Office) and subscribe.  They must also appoint a Data Protection 

Officer.  It will be investigated if the Clerk can undertake this role. 

6.3 Retention of Planning Applications and other data  It was agreed that Planning 

Applications need only be retained for maximum of three years. 

6.4. Agree Budget 2018/2019 The budget was agreed with addition of £300 being budgeted for 

Battle Over community event.  M. Watts suggested that we use a Web designer to bring the 

website up to date.  C. Garner would be asked if he could find out how many ‘hits’ the 

website has had.  Suggestion to ask District Councillor if funding could be obtained for the 

Battle Over event. 

6.5 Agree Precept for 2018/2019  The Precept was agreed to remain as previous year at £2465 

6.6      Bank Balance and Expenditure for 2017/2018 The Bank balance was discussed and it was 

expected that there would be further expenditure for the current year.  It was suggested that 

possibly expenditure could be made to the ‘Village Hall’ if funds available. 

6.7      Confirm Insurance Details The Insurance summary was examined and not sure why 3 

Notice boards shown but as the insured amount appeared reasonable decided to leave. 

6.8 Saxmundham Rotary – Community small Grants Scheme It was noted that up to £500 

grant was available but decided on no action at present. 

6.9 Bloor homes – closure of Woods Lane in Woodbridge   It was decided that no action be 

taken. 

6.10      Boundaries Commission  It was agreed that Pettistree could change Electorial boundaries 

according to the map presented but was unsure if this effected the District Council boundary.  

J. Hallett to contact the County Councillor Alexander Nicoll to enquire. 

6.11 Plant Nursery Site update   Since the Agenda was distributed the Planning Application for 

extension of the nursery glasshouse and a new lorry entrance on the B1438 had been 

received and was discussed with no objection. 

6.12 SALC – Local Government Finance – Precept and Automatic Referendums   A copy of 

a four page letter received from SALC was discussed and decided no action. 



6.13 Barclays request for details of T. Rowles  As T. Rowles was not a signatory a new form 

would be completed 

6.14 Temporary closure of Presmere Road and The Street from 06.11.17 to 17.11.17  This 

had previously been discussed under 5.3 

 

7.0      Planning Matters:  

7.1 Planning applications received 

                         DC/17/1973/PN3 Whitehouse Farm Conversion to one dwelling  Decided with requirements 

                         DC/17/3433/TEL Erect Lattice Tower Park Farm, Loudham Hall Road    Decided 

It was unsure why the Applications had been stated at ‘’Decided ‘’ when ‘’permitted’’ was normally shown.  

The Clerk would enquire as to the difference.  (Planning office stated ‘no difference’ probably either 

previously approved or application type) 

  

8.0  Finance:  

   8.1  Parish Council Accounts Paid and to be Paid:  

   CAS Insurance    259.69 

                               SALC    Training Courses    45.60 

     Olivia Smith Honorarium Grass cutting  £200.00 

     Chris Garner Honorarium Website   £50. 00 

  K. Bridges – Clerk expenses      £403.48 

The amounts were agreed and Cheques were duly signed for the above expenditure 

               8.2        SCDC Precept Receipt    £1232.50 

 

9.0  Correspondence Received:  

 9.1  Postal correspondence:-   Nothing of importance received 

   Other minor items  

    9.2  Email correspondence:-   Nothing of importance received 

                        

10.0  Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council  

       10.1 The willow tree on the green had been damaged by the wind and part blown down.  J Hallett 

and T. Rowles had cleaned up the debris and now concerned with the current state of the tree.  A tree officer 

had been approached and suggested that the gash be cleaned up and a 20% reduction in the size of the tree.  

T. Rowles stated the poplar should also be reduced in size.  Permission might be required and J. Hallett 

would look into a tree surgeon and obtain quotes.  It was expected to cost at least £600 

 10.2  J Hallett stated that his TV reception was poor owing to the aerial facing the 4G mast.  This 

was sorted free with the direction of the aerial being moved and free gadgets given to improve reception. 

It was also stated that the hedge cutting appeared to be delayed.    

There was a need of ideas for ‘projects’ for the village 

 

11.0 Dates for future meetings:   

Tuesday 6th February  2018 Parish Council meeting at 7.30 p.m 
Tuesday 8th May 2018              Pettistree Annual Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 p.m 

Tuesday 8th May 2018              Parish Council meeting at 7.45 p.m 

Tuesday 22nd May 2018  Annual Parish Meeting at 8.00 p.m.  Village Hall   Chris Cook will be unable to attend 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 

 

 

Signed: - ……………………………………….        Dated: ……………………… 

 


